An experience of the usage of electrical tinnitus suppressor.
An electrical tinnitus suppressor based on the use of an extracochlear stimulator has been developed at Hokkaido University, Sapporo, Japan, and was implanted in 2 male and 2 female patients. Tinnitus improved in all patients because the auditory nerve was able to be stimulated at home whenever patients wanted treatment. Additional benefits reported after electrical stimulation of the cochlea included sound sleep, relaxation in all cases, and improved hearing acuity in Cases 1, 2, and 4. Minimal temporary complications, including habituation and ear drum perforation, were observed.